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ff The CASE of the Commoners of the Mannor of Epworth in the Ifle of 
P: Axhelme im the County of Linco/m:. 


pulling down and deſtroying Fences of approved Grounds, by unknown Perſons in the Night : And further reciting, 

Thar divers evil diſpoſed Perſons are grown 1o impudently Bold of late, that hey nor only in the Night time burn, 
"Y pull down, waſte anddeſtroy Houſes, Fences of Approvement, and ocher Things ; bur alſo in Multitudes armed and diſguiſed 
= 2 ſuch manner as they may not be known, in the Day-time commit the ſame Offences, in Contempt of the Law, and the in- 
Y ſupporcable wrong and damage of many of his Majeſties Subjects ;-and the Towns adjoyning will not apprehend ſuch Offen- 
wy 9ers, and bring them to puniſhment : Wherefore it is prayed that ic may be enacted, That if any Perſon diſguiſed do in the 
"3 Day-cime deſtroy any ſuch Fences or Corn, and the Towns next adjoyning do not upon Notice given to the Conſtable, or other 
F Chict Ofhcer, Apprehend and cauſe co be brought to puniſhment ſuch Offenders within a reaſonable time; That ſach Town- 
28 !hip next adjoyning for every ſuch neglect, ſhall be diſtreined to levy. and make up at their proper charge ſuch Hedges and 
FF Dicches, and anſwer Damages to the Party or Parties, in like manner as, Towns neglecting to indi ſuch as are guilty of throw- 
28 10g down Fences in the Night are by the faid former Statures to be diftreined ; and anſwer Damages. | 


ed | \ Bill being brought into che Honourable Houſe of Commongrericing the Statutes of Merton and IWeſtm'; the 2d, againſt 


2200 Pleaſe to obſerve, Thar although this Bill is brought in as a Publick Bill, for the good of the whole Kingdom, yet it is broughc 
28 11 by the promotion of Nathamel Reading Eſq; and purely for his own private ends, and to prejudice the Inhabirants of the ja 
28 Mannor of Epworth. E 
8 Pleaſe to obſerve, That the Statute of Weflm' 2. 13 Bdw. 1. cap. 46. ſaich, That the Statute of Merton ſhall not only bind the 
L Lords Tenezapts, but Neighbours which claim Common : But if any claim Common by ſpecial Feoffment, or Grant for a cer- 
7 _ of Beaſts, or otherwiſe which is due to him of CommonRight, he ſhall recover the ſame according to the Form 
of ſuch Grant. | 
{ In the time of Eaw, III. Lord Mowbray was Lord of Epworth Mannor : And he then made an Approvement of a great part 
of the Waſts and Commons belonging to that Mannor : And his Tenants complaining thereof to him, to the end that he and his 
Heirs, and all future Lords, might be debarred from making any furthegApprovements, by his Grant or Charter dated 1 May 33 
Edw. III. did grant, That he or his Heirs, would make no further Approvement of any part of the reſidue of the ſaid Commons; 
The ſaid Mannor of Epworth came to the Crown in Q. E/:z, time. The Common or Waſts of Epworth contain 15400 
ACTes. | 3% | 
; King Charles the Firſt coming to be Lord of this Mannor of Epworth, by the inſinyation.of ſome cunning Men, was prevailed 
' upon to Approve and Incloſe 7409 Acres, part of the faid Waſte, and lefc bur hood tothe Commoners, who are a numerous 
| People; four large Pariſhes of a great circumference : And the whole Common lefe by Mawbray was ſcarce ſufficient for them. 
d 4 The ſaid King Charles I. in the 11th year of his Reign, granted the ſaid 7400 Acres to ſome Perſons who call themſelves 
4 .Parric nts. L- | | a i E Men — 
As this Caſe is, King Charles could not Approve any part for two Reafons : Firſt, Becauſe there was no Surpluſage. 21y, Be- 
} cauſe Mowbray their former Lord, had approved part; and made the ſaid Deed of the refidye ; which debars all future Lords from 
Fl making any further Approvement, 1n that the Law is clear. 
Some time after the ſaid pretended Approvement was made, ſeveral Trials were had both at Bar and at the Aſſizes, between 
{the ſaid Commoners and Participants about the ſaid 7400 Acres: And the Commonetrs having obtained many Verdicts,. at the 
aſt che ſaid Participants wholly lefr the ſaid 7400 Acres; and the Commoners have for moſt part enjoyed the ſame. 
Till the ſaid Mr. Reading having by ſome ill practices, lately gotten into poſſeſſion of ſome part of che ſatd 7 400 Acres, 1n- 
loſed the ſame about two years ago ; and ſome Commoners threw down ſome of his Fences ; for which he brought his Writ, 
rounded on the ſaid Statute of Ieſtm' 2. And the Commoners in Eaſter Term laſt pleaded in Juſtification their Title of Righr of 
ommon: And Mr. Reading hath not yet proceeded to Try the ſame, being ſufficiently ſatisfied of the ſaid Commoners Right thereto : 
nd that their Right to the ſaid 7400 Acres has been often affirmed by many Trials, both ar the Bar and at the Aflizes. 
Thar in caſe this Bill ſhould paſs into an A, it would be ſevere on.all Towns, and eſpecially on the Inhabirants of this 
annor of Epwerth, their Commons lying many Miles in length : Inſomuch that a conſtant Watch of leſs than One Hundred 
Perſons, could not ſecure the Fences : And in caſe ſuch Watch ſhould be kept for that purpoſe, yet in miſty Days Fences may 
be thrown down, and the Watch not ſee chem. . | = 
That the ſaid Commoners of Epworth have great reaſon to believe, that the ſaid Mr. Readrng hath fo great prejudice to them, that 
in caſe this Bill paſſes into an A&t, he will by himſelf or his Servants, when he or they ſee che Coaſt clear, and that they are not 
ſeen, pull down the Fences themſelves ("as he hath often already done, or cauſed to be done, and charged it on the Commoners 


on purpoſe to damnifie them. RE 7 ns Rp , 
* So that the ſaid Commoners have great reaſon to fear, that in caſe this Bill paſſes into an Act, it will tend to the utter ruine 


of the Inhabitants of this Mannor of Epworth. 


Therefore the Inhabitants of the ſaid Manor of Epworth do humbly pray, that in caſe it 
ſhall be conceived, that this Bill may be for the publick good of this Kingdom, T bat there 
may be a Proviſo therein inſerted, (T hat it ſhall not extend to any part of the Commons or 
Waſte of Epworth Manor, or Incloſures made, or to be made therein, in regard the Com. 
moners there Claim by Grant. ) 


Or otherwile, T hat the ſaid Bill may not paſs. 


